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Medication errors causing great patient harm

ÅWHO says all medication errors are potentially preventable . 

ÅGlobally, the cost associated with medication errors has been estimated at USD42bn annually or 
almost 1% of total global health expenditure.

ÅClinical evidence shows that the introduction of traceability systems in hospitals produces a 
significant reduction in medication errors, as well as improving the efficiency and quality of care 
of nursing staff. 

ÅAn overall medication error reduction of 58% was recorded in a Boston metanalysis.

ÅThe EMA state that the medication error rate in the hospital setting varies from between 0.3% 
and 9.1% at prescription initiation and between 1.6% and 2.1% at the dispensing stage. 

ÅIn a 2017 UK study calculated 237 million medication errors in one year in its hospitals, 

ÅIn Spain, the Study on Hospitalisation -Related Adverse in Hospitalised Patients was 8.4%, with 
the most frequent adverse event being medication errors, which accounted for 37.4% of the total. 



ECAMET Alliance objectives

ÅProduce a Call for Action to raise awareness amongst EU institutions and Member States

ÅProvide clear clinical evidence from international scientific associations to develop a set of 
regulations and a call for action to allocate funding to minimise medication errors across 
hospitals in Europe.

ÅA comprehensive hospital -based survey amongst hospital pharmacists, designed in close liaison 
with the ECAMET Scientific Committee, to understand the current hospital practices and plans 
for the future . 



ECAMET Alliance



Scientific Committee
The EAASM is grateful for the support and commitment that has been offered by the ECAMET Scientific Committee whose names follow:

Clinical oncologist: Ruth Garcia Vera , ECO Foundation (Excellence and Quality in Oncology)

Hospital pharmacists: Olga Delgado , Spanish Society of Hospital Pharmacy (SEFH) and President Carla Mendes Campos / Dra. 

Marisa Caetano of the Portuguese Hospital Pharmacists Association (APFH)

Clinical intensive care specialist for adults: Ricard Ferrer , European Society of Intensive Care Medicine (ESICM)

Clinical intensive care specialist for paediatrics: Professor Dick Tibboel , European Society of Paediatric and Neonatal Intensive Care (ESPNIC)

æǍʌȡǸɅʌɾẏ ȓɶɐʔɳɾ ɶǸɳɶǸɾǸɅʌǍʌȡʬǸṝ Kaisa Immonen Ṟ MʔɶɐɳǸǍɅ æǍʌȡǸɅʌẏɾ fɐɶʔɃ ṵMæfṶ 

Specialist nurse: Ber Oomen , European Specialist Nurses Organisation (ESNO)

Private hospital representative: Paul Garassus , European Union of Private Hospitals (UEHP)

Medication safety representative: María José Otero , Instituto para el Uso Seguro de los Medicamentos (ISMP -Spain)

Patient Network representative: Bettina Ryll , Melanoma Patient Network Europe

Coordinator of the ECAMET Alliance: Mike Isles , European Alliance for Access to Safe Medicines (EAASM)



Pan -European Survey on Medication Errors





ECAMET survey results
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13 country reports
1 Private hospital 
report
8 translation
1 oncology report
1 ICU report
1 consolidated report


