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Huge burden of medication-related harm

▪ Unsafe medication practices and medication errors are a leading cause of avoidable 

harm in health care systems across the world

▪ Medication-related harm represents 50% of all preventable harm in medical care 

with prescribing and monitoring errors contributing to the highest sources

▪ Medications implicated are those that affect central nervous system and 

cardiovascular system 

▪ Elderly are most affected due to increasing multi-morbidities and resulting 

polypharmacy (1) 

▪ Globally, the cost associated with medication errors has been estimated at                 

US$ 42 billion annually, not counting lost wages and productivity or resulting health 

care costs (2) 
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Scope of the Problem

▪ Medication errors can occur at any stage of the medication use process, 

namely during prescription, transcription, preparation, dispensing, 

administration and/or monitoring

▪ Only ˜25% of errors were detected before they advanced to the 

subsequent stage

▪ Stopgaps at each stage in the process, error that reaches the patient is not 

due to the inappropriate actions of one person, but rather a combination of 

factors that result in a system failure

▪ As a result, systematic changes and process improvement as a whole should 

be the focus of the Challenge 



Shaping the Challenge: the Strategic Framework



Early Priority Action – Technical reports





World Patient Safety Day 2022
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Consolidation of the work of the 

WHO Global Patient Safety Challenge:

Medication Without Harm



Interaction between health workers and patients



Patient Engagement Tool

• Mobile app

• Infographic poster

• Pamphlet

• Booklet

• Flyer
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